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Mr Chairperson, 

For the past week, we have consistently put to the floor recommendations on 
how the Permanent Forum can be shaped: 

so that the mechanisms of the UN system can be deployed to best effect 
when dealing with Indigenous issues, and 
so constructive partnerships could be drawn with member states to 
facilitate, monitor and report on progress to date. 

1. We have drawn recommendations to encourage thinking specifically around 
your mandate to provide experts advice to the Council, and we respectfully ask 
that the rapporteur identifies two clear agenda items in your future work: 

a. to redress mechanisms of the UN programme areas, and 
b. to redress member-states' participation in UN processes. 

2. Mr Chairperson, we have persisted in this session with interventions to draw 
your attention also to where we are positioned in history in order to highlight 
that this requires deeper thinking when thinking about the future work of the 
Permanent Forum. 
To do this, you and your colleagues must devise a clear strategy to identify for 
member states and UN programme areas a course of action that they can follow: 

a. a course of action that specifically relates to the past (eg. agendas to 
address the long-term effects of the colonial presence), 

b. a course of action that specifically relates to the present (eg. agendas that 
require an immediate course of action to protect Indigenous peoples or 
their livelihood), and 

c. a course of action that specifically relates to the future (eg. agendas to 
ensure the security of Indigenous peoples' rights). 

Mr Chairperson, we offer these concrete measures for your consideration when 
devising the future work of the Permanent Forum, and stress that your 
leadership here will be all-important. 
3. Finally Mr Chairperson, over the past week, we have attempted to draw your 
attention to some urgent matters. 
The Indigenous issues currently pivots on Western priorities and woridviews and, 
we stress, needs to be untangled and re-prioritised around Indigenous 
woridviews and priorities. 
It is not just urgent; it is fundamental If the Permanent Forum is to make any 
significant in-roads into reforming the ways UN programme areas currently 
operate. 



We cannot afford to continue with these ad-hoc measures as this is not a 
process for dealing with Indigenous issues across the globe. 
4. The Permanent Forum members need to set the global plan and lead the way 
towards a more efficient UN process. 
Mr Chairperson, as we prepare for our long journey home to Australia we want 
to leave you all with a clear indication of our support: 

for the Permanent Forum to be focused on better mechanisms within the 
UN system, 
for a fully resourced secretariat to support the Permanent Forum members, 
for the secretariat to be staffed by Indigenous peoples, 

• for New York to be the home of the Permanent Forum. 
Mr Chairperson, in the same ways, we add our support: 

to maintain WGIP in Geneva as the forum for Indigenous peoples to bring 
their issues to the UN, 

• for the draft declaration on the rights of Indigenous peoples, 
• for a world summit marking the end of decade of Indigenous peoples to be 

an event to gauge UN progress on Indigenous issues across the globe, and 
for Indigenous peoples to be self-determining about our future. 

We bid farewell to our Indigenous sisters and brothers for sharing with us their 
thoughts and aspirations for the future - we walk with you in spirit and share the 
same hope for a brighter future. 
Finally, we wish to thank all those who have made this event in New York 
possible. 


